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Relics of Buddha's footprints found

Several artefacts too
such as earthen vessels
and large red bricks
were found in Pullur

* %k

M. V. Subramanyam

KADAPA: The relics of two footprints
(paada) of Buddha, each of one 5.
metre size, and ancient hl;mnca.\
artefucts such as six “Veerag;
nting o the ourth century AD. were
discovered in agricultural fields near
Venkataramapuram and Anjaneya
Kottala in Pulur village, about 15 km.
from Mydukur in Kadapa district.
Telugu Bhashodyama Samakhya
Rayalaseema area secretary Tavva
Obul Reddy, member Dharmisetty
Ramana and Assistant Director of
State Archacology Department,
Ramana, recently visited Pullu® 2nd
found the artefacts as well as traced
the origin of an ardent devotee of Sti
Venugopala Swamy Kundavram
Chowdappa. Chowdappa was a poetin
the court ofthe Matli king,

NEW FIND: The Buddha “paada” found at Venkataramapuram in
Pullur village in Kadapa district.

of Lord Vishnu, Mr. Obul Reddytold  gold andsilver coins were found by

ESows, H08E%H Sy é,aa)eng Dopd 8 et Berarrren EMCE)

opaludy, who served the
empire, dating to the 16th
in Pullur village

Stone inseriptions
uw name o Birudarka town ruled

The Hindu. The villagers performed
abhishekam of the “paada mudrika”
with water whenever they faced
drought conditions.
Artefacts, coins found

Several

Tocal people some time ago when they
dug the area in the vicinity.
Plea to check digging
Buddhism was prevalent in Kadapa
district for nearly 600 years between
d D.

o Pulr afer a“pul” (g lled
man, according to
Kalﬁyats ‘written two

necription has Buddha’s
footprints with thefiv fingersof

vessels and
found in mud heaps a Pullur. An idol
of Sri Venugopala Swamy, ston

pillars and sculptures of Il\r: 5n

wi
Tallapaka, Aadapur near Nandalur
and on a hillock at Kondur near
Rajampet.

kh

‘Pullur tank, Mr. Obul Rcddysad An
hich

concern over peopl diggng the
historical st

m.unncwrhumms horses and lons

icon of Sri
wsrevmdby  Chowdappa, i

i

d State Archaeology Department

carved along the
inscription of Buddha's fuulpnnls has
flowers carved along the borders.
However, local residents believed
that the footprints on the tank bund
near Venkataramapuram were those

lapidated well
‘The idol was that of the presiding
deity in the temple to the south of
Pullur, according to villagers. They
told the visiting t am that ancient

officials to conduct a detailed
examination of Pullu -, chec)
indiscriminate digging n the area,
retrieve and preserve the age-old
artefacts.
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A copper plate inscription

Gandikota fort, dating back
to the 16th Century written
in Telugu script and chis-
elled by Vijayanagaram
Linganachari, has been dis-
covered by a Mydukur-based
history researcher and
writer Tavva Obul Reddy.
The inscription is older
than MacKenzie’s Kaifiyat
(manuscript), considered so
far as an authoritative docu-
ment on Gandikota, accord-
ing to Mr. Obul Reddy.
Basing on the inscription,
Durvesi Subbadasari of Sri
Venkateswara Devasthanam
gave details, at Gurigin-
jakona near Kottalapalle vil-
lage in Jammalamadugu, to
Narayana Rao Mutasaddi
who wrote the Kaifiyat on
Gandikota in 1813.

The inscription is in the
[possession: of Durvesi San-
jammagari Balaiah living in
[Kottalapalle village in Jam-
malamadugu, a heir of
[Durvesi Venkatappa who
served the Gandikota kings.
[The Emperor of Vijay-
anagara kingdom Sadas-
ivarayalu was referred to as

on the history of the .

“Veera Sadasiva Maha Kaka-
raju” in the inscription, the
researcher said.

Historical evidence

Mr. Obul Reddy also com-
piled historical evidence on
Veluri Therappa Naidu, who
opposed the Gandikota king
Pemmasani Chinna Thimma
Naidu for striking rap-
prochement with Golconda
Vazir Mir Jumla during the
Gandikota war in 1652 and
fled to Mysuru.

The researcher claimed
that he gathered evidence
that Therappa Naidu had
settled down in Bodikadire-

Copper plate inscription older
than MacKenzie Kaifiyat found

palle village in Bagepalli
taluk in Karnataka. He was a
group leader in Joolapalem
village where he protected
people from dacoit gangs
and died due to back-
stabbing, but is revered by
the local people, Mr. Obul
Reddy says. Mittemari Maz-
ara in Bodikadirepalle vil-
lage has a small Therappa
Naidu temple, where people
offer prayers and make of-
ferings at the statue during
all auspicious occasions.
There was evidence that
Therappa Naidu’s wife im-
molated herself in “Sati
Sahagamanam”, he said.
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